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571 ABSTRACT
The invention relates to the formation of a semi-solid

article by providing a mixture of monomeric aliphalic
or aliphatic polyhydroxy compound and the polymeric
polyhydroxy compound which is insoluble in the poly-
hydroxy compound at room temperature, but is soluble
therein at elevated temperatures, forming shaped article
from said mixture, heating the shaped article so formed
so that the polymeric polyhydroxy compound dissolves
in a monomeric polyhydroxy compound and cooling
the shaped article while maintaining the shape thereof.
This produces a semi-solid material which behaves like
a solid in the sense that it retains its shape in the absence
of chemical stress and resists deformation if mechanical
stress is applied and exhibits elasticity if deformed and is
restored in a substantial degree to its original shape if
mechanical stress causing the deformation is released. It
has been found that these semi-solid articles so formed
are hydrophilic in that the material is capable of absorb-
ing water or aqueous solution in substantial amounts.
The invention also includes slow release device incor-
porating the semi-solid article produced by the method
of the invention.
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